
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

BEN-VENUE LABORATORIES, INC. 
OHD 091-625-749 

Ben-Venue Labs, Inc. are located a block north of the junction of Rt. 8 and 
Forbes Rd. 1n Bedford, Cuyahoga County. Immediately behind the company's 
property (west) Is a Conrall track and a ravine that forms the north boundary 
of Krick Rd. Industrial Park. The area east of Ben-Venue Is mixed business 
and residential; the Bedford Reservation of Cleveland Metroparks and Walton 
Hills residences are beyond the ravine to the west. 

The laboratory generates waste solvents and oils, which are Incinerated at an 
Ohio permitted RCRA facility. Ben-Venue Is currently a RCRA small quantity 
generator. Their small quantity status would change If the proposed exemption 
limits become effective. Past processes required the use of 2 acid treatment 
ponds located In the southwest corner of the site. In 1974, the OEPA Division 
of Industrial Wastewater Inspected the ponds (also referred to as lagoon 
treatment) to establish whether or not an NPDES permit was required. A storm 
sewer line ran beneath one of the ponds and Its manhole was originally only 
three (3) Inches above the level of the waste liquid. By raising the level of 
the manhole 5 1/2 feet, the need for a permit and the possibility of 
accidental discharges was avoided. 

Ecology & Environment (E&E) performed a FIT site Inspection (9/30/80) and 
Investigated the Inactive lagoon/acid treatment ponds. E&E reported that the 
lagoon was being filled In and rated the "seriousness of the problem" from 
none to low. 

Potential hazards related to past and present operations at Ben-Venue Labs 
Include: possible surface water contamination from runoff Into ravine, 
fire/explosive conditions from waste solvent storage on-site, and soil 
contamination around ponds from heavy metal^ sludges. Other ERRIS - listed c 
Industries (S.K. Wellman Corp., Huklll, Erieway Pollution Control, American 
Steel Drum) are located adjacent to the ravine and may have contributed 
contaminated runoff from their properties, separate from Ben-Venue Labs 
possible contribution. 

Preliminary Assessments should be completed for all above-mentioned Industries 
before Initiating an Inspection of the Ben-Venue site. We recommend a medium 
priority for FIT activities and a medium priority for a State/CERCLA 
Investigation of the ravine-area as a whole. 
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